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Mind over Magma chronicles the scientific effort to unravel the mysteries of rocks that solidified on or
beneath Earth's surface from the intensely hot, molten material called magma. The first-ever comprehensive
history of the study of such igneous rocks, it traces the development of igneous petrology from ancient
descriptions of volcanic eruptions to recent work incorporating insights from physical chemistry, isotope
studies, and fluid dynamics.

Intellectual developments in the field--from the application of scientific methods to the study of rocks to the
discovery of critical data and the development of the field's major theories--are considered within their
broader geographical, social, and technological contexts. Mind over Magma examines the spread of igneous
petrology from western Europe to North America, South Africa, Japan, Australia, and much of the rest of the
world. It considers the professionalization and Anglicization of the field, detailing changes in publication
outlets, the role of women, and the influence of government funding. The book also highlights the significant
role that technological developments--including the polarizing microscope, high-temperature quenching
furnaces, and instrumental analysis--have played in the discovery of new data and development of
revolutionary insights into the nature of igneous rocks.

Both an engagingly told story and a major reference, Mind over Magma is the only available history of this
important field. As such, it will be appreciated by petrologists, geochemists, and other geologists as well as
by those interested in the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous
Petrology was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The book Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology is not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Mind over
Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Dawn Spigner:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.

Clara Bearden:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology,
you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mae Bushee:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology
was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Mind over Magma: The Story of
Igneous Petrology has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading in which.
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