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When Shunryu Suzuki Roshi's Zen Mind, Beginner's Mind was published in 1972, it was enthusiastically
embraced by Westerners eager for spiritual insight and knowledge of Zen. The book became the most
successful treatise on Buddhism in English, selling more than one million copies to date. Branching Streams
Flow in the Darkness is the first follow-up volume to Suzuki Roshi's important work. Like Zen Mind,
Beginner's Mind, it is a collection of lectures that reveal the insight, humor, and intimacy with Zen that made
Suzuki Roshi so influential as a teacher.

The Sandokai—a poem by the eighth-century Zen master Sekito Kisen (Ch. Shitou Xiqian)—is the subject
of these lectures. Given in 1970 at Tassajara Zen Mountain Center, the lectures are an example of a Zen
teacher in his prime elucidating a venerated, ancient, and difficult work to his Western students. The poem
addresses the question of how the oneness of things and the multiplicity of things coexist (or, as Suzuki
Roshi expresses it, "things-as-it-is"). Included with the lectures are his students' questions and his direct
answers to them, along with a meditation instruction. Suzuki Roshi's teachings are valuable not only for
those with a general interest in Buddhism but also for students of Zen practice wanting an example of how a
modern master in the Japanese Soto Zen tradition understands this core text today.
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From reader reviews:

Norma Lorentzen:

The book Branching Streams Flow in the Darkness: Zen Talks on the Sandokai will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Branching Streams Flow in the Darkness: Zen
Talks on the Sandokai is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Thomas Obrien:

Exactly why? Because this Branching Streams Flow in the Darkness: Zen Talks on the Sandokai is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Craig Harrison:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Branching Streams Flow in the
Darkness: Zen Talks on the Sandokai that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Branching Streams Flow in the Darkness: Zen Talks on the
Sandokai become your own starter.

Donna Solano:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Branching Streams Flow in the Darkness:
Zen Talks on the Sandokai book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Branching Streams Flow in the
Darkness: Zen Talks on the Sandokai as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is
one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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