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Taigu Ryokan (1758-1831) remains one of the most popular figures in Japanese Buddhist history. Despite
his religious and artistic sophistication (he excelled in scriptural studies, in calligraphy, and in poetry),
Ryokan referred to himself as "Great Fool, " refusing to place himself within any established religious
ingtitution. In contrast to Zen masters of histime who presided over large monasteries, trained students, or
produced recondite treatises, Ryokan followed alife of mendicancy in the countryside. Instead of delivering
sermons, he expressed himself through kanshi (poems composed in classical Chinese) and waka (poemsin
Japanese syllabary) and could typically be found playing with the village children in the course of hisdaily
rounds of begging. Great Fool isthefirst study in a Western language to offer a comprehensive picture of the
legendary poet-monk and his oeuvre. It includes not only an extensive collection of the master's kanshi,
topically arranged to facilitate an appreciation of Ryokan's colorful world, but selections of hiswaka, essays,
and letters. The volume also presents for the first time in English the Ryokan zenji kiwa (Curious Accounts
of the Zen Master Ryokan), a firsthand source composed by a former student less than sixteen years after
Ryokan's death. Consisting of anecdotes and episodes, sketches from Ryokan's everyday life, the Curious
Accountsisinvaluable for showing how Ryokan was understood and remembered by his contemporaries. To
further assist the reader, three introductory essays approach Ryokan from the diverse perspectives of his
personal history and literary work.
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From reader reviews:
Teresa Howard:

The book Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying abook Abe: Great Fool: Zen
Master Pafor being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like start and read a guide
Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pa. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Paul Norris;

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one having theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pais kind of guide which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Douglas Ayer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Abe: Great Fool:
Zen Master Pa suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pais the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book
was inspired many peoplein the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Carl Brinkley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Payour head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The Abe: Great Fool: Zen Master Pagiving you a different experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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