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In this riveting, poignant memoir of  three generations of women and the white dresses that adorned
them—television producer Mary Pflum Peterson recounts a journey through loss and redemption, and her
battle to rescue her mother, a former nun, from compulsive hoarding.

As a successful television journalist at Good Morning America, Mary Pflum is known as a polished and
highly organized producer. It’s a persona at odds with her tortured childhood, where she watched her
emotionally vulnerable mother fill their house with teetering piles of assorted “treasures.” But one thing has
always united mother and daughter—their love of white dresses. From the dress worn by Mary’s mother
when she became a nun and married Jesus, to the wedding gown she donned years later, to the special
nightshirts she gifted Mary after the birth of her children, to graduation dresses and christening gowns, these
white dresses embodied hope and new beginnings.

After her mother’s sudden death in 2010, Mary digs deep to understand the events that led to Anne’s
unraveling. At twenty-one, Anne entered a convent, committed to a life of prayer and helping others. But
lengthy periods of enforced fasting, isolation from her beloved students, and constant humiliation eventually
drove her to flee the convent almost a decade later. Hoping to find new purpose as a wife and mother, Anne
instead married an abusive, closeted gay man—their eventual divorce another sign of her failure.

Anne retreats into chaos. By the time Mary is ten, their house is cluttered with broken appliances and stacks
of unopened mail. Anne promises but fails to clean up for Mary’s high school graduation party, where Mary
is being honored as her school’s valedictorian, causing her perfectionist daughter’s fear and shame to grow in
tandem with the heaps upon heaps of junk. In spite of everything, their bond endures. Through the white
dresses, pivotal events in their lives are celebrated, even as Mary tries in vain to save Anne from herself. 

Unflinchingly honest, insightful, and compelling, White Dresses is a beautiful, powerful story—and a
reminder of the unbreakable bonds between mothers and daughters. 
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Bracey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled White Dresses: A Memoir of Love and Secrets, Mothers and
Daughters. Try to make book White Dresses: A Memoir of Love and Secrets, Mothers and Daughters as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Roger Bennett:

The e-book with title White Dresses: A Memoir of Love and Secrets, Mothers and Daughters contains a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Myrtle Anderson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually White Dresses: A Memoir of Love and Secrets, Mothers and Daughters.

Helen Butts:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the White Dresses: A
Memoir of Love and Secrets, Mothers and Daughters when you desired it?
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