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Despite racial discrimination and second-class status within the enlisted corps, the U.S. Navy's mess
attendants, officer's cooks, and stewards compiled a proud legacy of combat service in World War II. The
heroism of a few like "Dorie" Miller became well known to the American public, but most have long been
forgotten. This book tells the story of those thousands of unheralded sailors of African descent who served in
frontline combat with fellow "messmen" of Filipino, Guamanian, and Chinese ancestry from the first day of
war to the last. Their story begins with recruit training in the racially segregated confines of Norfolk,
Virginia's Units K-West and B-East during the 1930s and proceeds through the perilous early months of war.
Though long disparaged as "seagoing chambermaids" and worse, they gallantly upheld the honor of their
race while shedding their blood in full proportion in some of history's greatest naval battles.

For this first major study of the subject, Richard E. Miller draws on a wealth of previously untapped primary
documents and more than forty oral history interviews that he conducted. The men he interviewed served at
the Naval Academy and aboard ships of all types prior to their wartime service. Miller focuses on the period
from late 1932, when the Navy reopened its doors to black men, to 1943, when the ranks of the re-named
"steward's branch" had grown and become transformed by the influx of wartime inductees. Collectively, the
interviews cover nearly every naval campaign in the first two years of war. This unexplored perspective of
the U.S. Navy puts a face on the "greatest generation's" last overlooked heroes while making a significant
contribution to the operational, social, and cultural history of the U.S. Navy.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

This book untitled The Messman Chronicles: African-Americans in the U.S. Navy, 1932-1943 to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Edward Strode:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Messman Chronicles: African-Americans in
the U.S. Navy, 1932-1943 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Lisa Cook:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Messman Chronicles: African-Americans in the U.S. Navy, 1932-1943 was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

Joshua Yoshida:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Messman Chronicles: African-Americans in the U.S.
Navy, 1932-1943 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Messman
Chronicles: African-Americans in the U.S. Navy, 1932-1943 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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