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Complete in one volume, the five books that created the modern American crime novel

In a few years of extraordinary creative energy, Dashiell Hammett invented the modern American crime
novel. In the words of Raymond Chandler, "Hammett gave murder back to the kind of people that commit it
for reasons, not just to provide a corpse.... He put these people down on paper as they were, and he made
them talk and think in the language they customarily used for these purposes."

The five novels that Hammett published between 1929 and 1934, collected here in one volume, have become
part of modern American culture, creating archetypal characters and establishing the ground rules and
characteristic tone for a whole tradition of hardboiled writing. Drawing on his own experiences as a
Pinkerton detective, Hammett gave a harshly realistic edge to novels that were at the same time infused with
a spirit of romantic adventure. His lean and deliberately simplified prose won admiration from such
contemporaries as Gertrude Stein, Ernest Hemingway, and William Faulkner.

Each novel is distinct in mood and structure. Red Harvest (1929) epitomizes the violence and momentum of
his Black Mask stories about the anonymous detective the Continental Op, in a raucous and nightmarish
evocation of political corruption and gang warfare in a western mining town. In The Dain Curse (1929) the
Op returns in a more melodramatic tale involving jewel theft, drugs, and a religious cult. With The Maltese
Falcon (1930) and its protagonist Sam Spade, Hammett achieved his most enduring popular success, a
tightly constructed quest story shot through with a sense of disillusionment and the arbitrariness of personal
destiny. The Glass Key (1931) is a further exploration of city politics at their most scurrilous. His last novel
was The Thin Man (1934), a ruefully comic tale paying homage to the traditional mystery form and featuring
Nick and Nora Charles, the sophisticated inebriates who would enjoy a long afterlife in the movies.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Robey:

The book Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key
/ The Thin Man? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Red Harvest / The Dain Curse /
The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Catherine Scott:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man, you may tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Jewell Garza:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is Red
Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man.

Ralph Rodriguez:

The book untitled Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site



along with order it. Have a nice study.
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