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"The research is voluminous, as is the artistry and perceptiveness. Swayne has lived richly within the world
of Sondheim's music."
---Richard Crawford, author of America's Musical Life: A History

"Sondheim's career and music have never been so skillfully dissected, examined, and put in context. With its
focus on his work as composer, this book is surprising and welcome."
---Theodore S. Chapin, President and Executive Director, The Rodgers & Hammerstein Organization

"What a fascinating book, full of insights large and small. An impressive analysis and summary of
Sondheim's many sources of inspiration. All fans of the composer and lovers of Broadway in general will
treasure and frequently refer to Swayne's work."
---Tom Riis, Joseph Negler Professor of Musicology and Director of the American Music Research Center,
University of Colorado

Stephen Sondheim has made it clear that he considers himself a "playwright in song." How he arrived at this
unique appellation is the subject of How Sondheim Found His Sound---an absorbing study of the
multitudinous influences on Sondheim's work.

Taking Sondheim's own comments and music as a starting point, author Steve Swayne offers a biography of
the artist's style, pulling aside the curtain on Sondheim's creative universe to reveal the many influences---
from classical music to theater to film---that have established Sondheim as one of the greatest dramatic
composers of the twentieth century.

Sondheim has spoken often and freely about the music, theater, and films he likes, and on occasion has made
explicit references to how past works crop up in his own work. He has also freely acknowledged his
eclecticism, seeing in it neither a curse nor a blessing but a fact of his creative life.

Among the many forces influencing his work, Sondheim has readily pointed to a wide field: classical music
from 1850 to 1950; the songs of Tin Pan Alley, Broadway, and Hollywood; the theatrical innovations of
Oscar Hammerstein II and his collaborators; the cinematic elements found in certain film schools; and the
melodramatic style of particular plays and films. Ultimately, Sondheim found his sound by amalgamating
these seemingly disparate components into his unique patois.

How Sondheim Found His Sound is the first book to provide an overview of his style and one of only a few
to account for these various components, how they appear in Sondheim's work, and how they affect his
musical and dramatic choices.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gillon:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this How Sondheim Found His Sound.

Donald Gullett:

The feeling that you get from How Sondheim Found His Sound could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but How Sondheim Found His Sound giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having that How Sondheim Found His Sound instantly.

Shirley Daniels:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title How Sondheim Found
His Sound suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book
untitled How Sondheim Found His Soundis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

John Stevenson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal
with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be How Sondheim Found His Sound why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.
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