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What should we call the wild animals we spot from our windows? A surfeit of skunks? A dray of squirrels?
A patient watch of wildlife enthusiasts might even catch sight of a skulk of foxes or a scavenging sloth of
bears. The practice of inventing collective nouns for animals is an ancient pastime which derives from
medieval hunts, but the list has been augmented in every age—and it remains an entertaining pastime today.

A Barrel of Monkeys brings together more than one hundred collective nouns for animals, from a bloat of
hippopotamuses to a caravan of camels, a tower of giraffes, and a leap of leopards. The rivalry between male
rhinoceroses becomes especially apt when the rowdy ungulates are characterized as a crash of rhinos.  An
ambush of tigers is an apt characterization of the skillful hunters that silently stalk their prey. A blend of
wordplay, puns, and alliteration, some of the terms collected here are now commonplace, like a pride of
lions. Others aren’t heard much these days, but many—like a dazzle of zebras or a prickle of
porcupines—richly deserve a comeback.

With charming illustrations by the eighteenth-century artist and naturalist Thomas Bewick, A Barrel of
Monkeys is the perfect follow-up to A Conspiracy of Ravens, the Bodleian Library’s book of bird words. Not
even a crash of rhinos can stop readers from smiling at this second collection.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

This A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for
Animals without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't always be worry A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals can bring
when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for
Animals having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Charles Bax:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of
Collective Nouns for Animals is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rosalind Bowlin:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Theresa Collins:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals when you



necessary it?
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