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Who won the first Daytona 500? Fans still debate whether it was midwestern champion Johnny Beauchamp,
declared the victor at the finish line, or longtime NASCAR driver Lee Petty, declared the official winner a
few days after the race. The Ghosts of NASCAR puts the controversial finish under a microscope. Author
John Havick interviewed scores of people, analyzed film of the race, and pored over newspaper accounts of
the event. He uses this information and his deep knowledge of the sport as it worked then to determine what
probably happened. But he also tells a much bigger story: the story of how Johnny Beauchamp—and his
Harlan, Iowa, compatriots, mechanic Dale Swanson and driver Tiny Lund—ended up in Florida driving in
the 1959 Daytona race.
The Ghosts of NASCAR details how the Harlan Boys turned to racing cars to have fun and to escape the
limited opportunities for poor boys in rural southwestern Iowa. As auto racing became more popular and
better organized in the 1950s, Swanson, Lund, and Beauchamp battled dozens of rivals and came to
dominate the sport in the Midwest. By the later part of the decade, the three men were ready to take on the
competition in the South’s growing NASCAR circuit. One of the top mechanics of the day, Swanson literally
wrote the book on race cars at Chevrolet’s clandestine racing shop in Atlanta, Georgia, while Beauchamp
and Lund proved themselves worthy competitors. It all came to a head on the brand-new Daytona track in
1959.
The Harlan Boys’ long careers and midwestern racing in general have largely faded from memory. The
Ghosts of NASCAR recaptures it all: how they negotiated the corners on dirt tracks and passed or spun out
their opponents; how officials tore down cars after races to make sure they conformed to track rules; the mix
of violence and camaraderie among fierce competitors; and the struggles to organize and regulate the sport.
One of very few accounts of 1950s midwestern stock car racing, The Ghosts of NASCAR is told by a man
who was there during the sport’s earliest days.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Smith:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys
and the First Daytona 500? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Ina French:

This The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys and the First Daytona 500 usually are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan
Boys and the First Daytona 500 can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys and
the First Daytona 500 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Dwight Roberts:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free
time, we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again,
what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, typically the book you have read will be The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys and the First
Daytona 500.

Betty Peoples:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys and the
First Daytona 500 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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