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Restored to its original splendor, Montpelier is now a national shrine, but before Montpelier became a place
of study and tribute, it was a home. Often kept from it by the business of the young nation, James and Dolley
Madison could finally take up permanent residence when they retired from Washington in 1817. Their
lifelong friend Thomas Jefferson predicted that, at Montpelier, the retiring Madison could return to his
"books and farm, to tranquility, and independence," that he would be released "from incessant labors,
corroding anxieties, active enemies, and interested friends."

As the celebrated historian Ralph Ketcham shows, this would turn out to be only partly true. Although the
Madisons were no longer in Washington, Dolley continued to take part in its social scene from afar,
dominating it just as she had during Jefferson’s and her husband’s administrations, commenting on people
and events there and advising the multitude of young people who thought of her as the creator of society life
in the young republic. James maintained a steady correspondence about public questions ranging from
Native American affairs, slavery, and utopian reform to religion and education. He also took an active role at
the Virginia Constitutional Convention of 1829-30, in the defeat of nullification, and in the establishment of
the University of Virginia, of which he was the rector for eight years after Jefferson’s death. Exploring
Madison’s role in these post-presidential issues reveals a man of extraordinary intellectual vitality and helps
us to better understand Madison’s political thought. His friendships with figures such as Jefferson, James
Monroe, and the Marquis de Lafayette--as well as his assessment of them (he outlived them all)--shed
valuable light on the nature of the republic they had all helped found.

In their last years, James and Dolley Madison personified the republican institutions and culture of the new
nation--James as the father of the Constitution and its chief propounder for nearly half a century, and Dolley
as the creator of the role of "First Lady." Anything but uneventful, the retirement period at Montpelier should
be seen as a crucial element in our understanding of this remarkable couple.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hart:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Madisons at Montpelier:
Reflections on the Founding Couple will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Lori McDonald:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on
the Founding Couple as your daily resource information.

Josefina Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Madisons
at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding Couple suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding
Coupleis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Steven Atkins:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Madisons at Montpelier: Reflections on the Founding
Couple can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Madisons at Montpelier:
Reflections on the Founding Couple.
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