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English Mercuries examines war and literature through the writings of veterans who came home from their
deployments to pursue literary careers. From their often neglected writings emerges a new picture of the
Elizabethan world at war. For centuries Elizabethan England has been characterized by booming patriotism
and martial energy, and the literature of this period, epitomized in works like Shakespeare's Henry V, has
been seen as celebrating a proud and defiant kingdom unified around its wars with Spain. Beneath this
patriotic veneer, however, was a country withering under the costs of seemingly endless military
commitments and ripped apart by doubts about the purpose of war and mistrust of state officials who
advanced their own political interests through war at the expense of the people who had to fight and pay for
it.

These misgivings are a powerful undercurrent in much of the literature of the period, even the most
ostensibly patriotic works, but it is in the writings on war by soldier poets where they are most clearly
pronounced. Fashioning themselves as servants of both Mars and Mercury (the god of war and the god of
writing), Elizabethan soldier poets focused their war stories on the gritty realities of military campaigning,
the price individuals paid for serving the state, and the difficulties of returning to civilian life. The book
reconsiders some familiar writers like John Donne and Ben Jonson in the context of their military
experiences and provides comprehensive studies of some important but underappreciated soldier poets like
Thomas Churchyard, George Gascoigne, and John Harington.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of
Shakespeare. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Teresa Laureano:

The event that you get from English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of
Shakespeare giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this English
Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare instantly.

Matthew Sewell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Eun Christensen:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of
Shakespeare can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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