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Wars over natural resources have been fiercely fought in the Humboldt Bay redwood region of Northern
California, a situation made devastatingly urgent in recent decades of timber war that raised questions of
economic sustainability and ecological preservation. In Trouble in the Forest, Richard Widick narrates the
long and bloody history of this hostility and demonstrates how it exemplifies the key contemporary challenge
facing the modern societies-the collision of capitalism, ecology, and social justice.

An innovative blend of social history, cultural theory, and ethnography, Trouble in the Forest traces the
origins of the redwood conflict to the same engines of modernity that drove the region's colonial violence
against American Indians and its labor struggles during the industrial revolution. Widick describes in vivid
detail the infamous fight that ensued when Maxxam Inc. started clearing ancient forests in Humboldt after
acquiring the Pacific Lumber Company in 1985, but he also reaches further back and investigates the local
Indian clashes and labor troubles that set the conditions of the timber wars. Seizing on public flash points of
each confrontation-including the massacre of Wiyot on Indian Island in 1860, the machine-gunning of
redwood strikers by police and company thugs during the great lumber strike of 1935, and the car bombing
of forest defenders in 1990-Widick maps how the landscape has registered the impact of this epochal
struggle, and how the timber wars embody the forces of market capitalism, free speech, and liberal
government.

Showing how events such as an Indian massacre and the death of a protester at the hands of a logger create
the social memory and culture of timber production and environmental resistance now emblematic of
Northern California's redwood region, Trouble in the Forest ultimately argues that the modern social
imaginary produced a perpetual conflict over property that fueled the timber wars as it pushed toward the
western frontier: first property in land, then in labor, and now in environment.
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From reader reviews:

Roseann Flowers:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Trouble in the Forest: California’s
Redwood Timber Wars is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Bernice King:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Trouble in the Forest: California’s Redwood Timber
Wars as your daily resource information.

Kisha Hutton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Trouble in the
Forest: California’s Redwood Timber Wars which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Damian Woodward:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Trouble in the Forest: California’s
Redwood Timber Wars can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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