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Novel Craft explores an intriguing and under-studied aspect of cultural life in Victorian England: domestic
handicrafts, the decorative pursuit that predated the Arts and Crafts movement. Talia Schaffer argues that the
handicraft movement served as a way to critique the modern mass-produced commodity and the rapidly
emerging industrial capitalism of the nineteenth century. Her argument is illustrated with the four pivotal
novels that form her study's core-Gaskell's Cranford, Yonge's The Daisy Chain, Dickens's Our Mutual
Friend, and Oliphant's Phoebe Junior. Each features various handicrafts that subtly aim to subvert the
socioeconomic changes being wrought by industrialization. Schaffer goes beyond straightforward textual
analysis by shaping each chapter around the individual craft at the center of each novel (paper for Cranford,
flowers and related arts in The Daisy Chain, rubbish and salvage in Our Mutual Friend, and the contrasting
ethos of arts and crafts connoisseurship in Phoebe Junior). The domestic handicraft also allows for self-
referential analysis of the text itself; in scenes of craft production (and destruction), the authors articulate the
work they hope their own fictions perform. The handicraft also becomes a locus for critiquing contemporary
aesthetic trends, with the novels putting forward an alternative vision of making value and understanding art.
A work that combines cultural history and literary studies, Novel Craft highlights how attention to the
handicraft movement's radically alternative views of materiality, consumption, production, representation,
and subjectivity provides a fresh perspective on the major changes that shaped the Victorian novel as a
whole.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Olsen:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Novel Craft:
Victorian Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction. All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Cliff Boyd:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Novel Craft: Victorian
Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mandy Jackson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Novel Craft: Victorian Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Earl Casey:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Novel Craft: Victorian
Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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