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about as long as George Washington has been famous, so has his most famous residence, the spacious
Virginian plantation known as Mount Vernon. Washington lived in a smaller structure on the land as ateen,
and ironically, tradition and inheritance suggested that George would never be the one to own the land. Of
course, fate would intervene, and Washington would not only come into possession of the 10,000 acresin
1761 but build and renovate the property to create one of the most famous private residences in the nation.
Washington would live at Mount Vernon before the Revolution and retire there after the war and after his
presidency. Indeed, he would die there and be buried there as well. By 1760, Washington was one of
Virginia s wealthiest and most influential citizens, in large measure due to Mount Vernon's success as a
tobacco plantation. However, to make that happen, Washington used hundreds of daves, and though he
mandated that his slaves be freed upon his death, the estate continued to employ slave labor until his
widow’s death years later. Thus, while Mount Vernon remains a hallowed tourist spot, it also underscores the
most divisive and controversial issue of the post-Revolution era. Few Presidents are remembered for their
homes, but Jefferson's Monticello is the greatest exception to that rule, and to this day it remains one of the
nation’s most instantly recognizable landmarks. When Jefferson's father died in 1757, hisfather’ s estate was
split between Thomas and his brother, Randolph. Jefferson’ s share equated to about 5,000 acres of land and
between 20-40 daves. Because his father died when Thomas was only 14, he was not able to legally take
hold of this estate until he was 21. Once Jefferson took formal control of the land, he began constructing his
personal estate. Having received the schooling befitting of a gentleman during the late Enlightenment,
Jefferson had a broad liberal arts education. This gave him some knowledge of architecture. Jefferson
himself thus designed Monticello in aneoclassical mold. He avidly studied the Italian architect Andrea
Palladio, and Jefferson's style can therefore be broadly characterized as Palladian. The construction of
Monticello began in 1768, but it remained an ongoing project for many years. He formally moved into
Monticello in 1770, and his wife Martha joined him there in 1772 after they were married. Thetime
Jefferson subsequently spent in Europe also affected Monticello. He marveled at the architectura arts of the
continent and studied them closely, which only strengthened hislove for classical architecture and gave him
ideas on how to expand his own estate. Ironically, athough he had been wealthy all hislife (or perhaps even
because of it), Jefferson was a notorious spender who never learned how to operate a budget. During the
twilight of hislife, debt was arecurring issue, in large part due to expenses incurred by hiswork on
Monticello and the University were enormous, and they ultimately depleted his considerable wealth. Mount
Vernon and Monticello tells the story of the residence most associated with the first president, and the
controversial nature of the dave labor used there. Along with pictures of important people, places, and
events, you will learn about Mount Vernon like never before, in notime at all.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Bell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Mount Vernon
and Monticello: The History of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estates? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeannette Coleman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Mount Vernon and
Monticello: The History of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson's Famous Estates is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kenneth Poor :

Typically the book Mount Vernon and Monticello: The History of George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson's Famous Estates will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The
book Mount Vernon and Monticello: The History of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson's Famous
Estates is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Angela Thomas:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on thisera,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Mount Vernon and Monticello: The History of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson’'s Famous
Estates can make you feel more interested to read.
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