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This edition of The Rise of Silas Lapham reprints the text established by Walter J. Meserve and David
J. Nordloh for A Selected Edition of W. D. Howells.

Extensive historical annotations have been added to the text of this Norton Critical Edition.

The process of composition is followed through Howells' initial sketches and letters. Analysis of the
contemporary stereotypes and myths that Howells parodied in his novel is provided by Robert Falk, Clark
W. Bryan, Theodore Dreiser, and Robie Macauley, and by letters from Roswell Smith to Howells.

Contemporary responses by friends and readers, and by critics, illustrate the misunderstanding and hostility
with which realistic fiction was sometimes greeted in Howells' time. Critical essays by Donald Pizer,
William R. Manierre II, John E. Hart, Harold H. Kolb, George N. Bennett, Everett Carter, and G. Thomas
Tanselle represent a variety of ways in which the novel has engaged the attention of critics as well as a broad
selection of the critical methods that have been applied to it.

As one of the primary documents of American literary realism, the novel raises questions as to the meaning
and utility of realism as an aesthetic ideal. These questions are treated in essays by C. Hugh Holman, Henry
James, Larzer Ziff, Edwin H. Cady, Robert M. Figg, Charles L. Campbell, and Howells himself.

A Selected Bibliography is also included.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Rise of Silas Lapham (Norton Critical Editions)
can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Evelina Soria:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Rise of Silas Lapham (Norton
Critical Editions) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Rise of
Silas Lapham (Norton Critical Editions) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Rita Kirby:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to your account is The Rise of Silas Lapham (Norton Critical Editions) this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Debbie Yarborough:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely The Rise of Silas Lapham (Norton Critical Editions).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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