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Imagining Sex  is a study of pornographic writing in seventeenth-century England. It explores a wide variety
of written material from the period to argue that, unlike today, pornography was not a discrete genre, nor was
it one that was usually subject at this time to suppression. Pornographic writing was a widespread feature of
a range of texts, including both popular literature (ballads, news-sheets, court reports, small books, and
pamphlets) as well as poetry, drama and more specialised medical books. The book analyses representations
of sex, sexuality and eroticism in historical context to explore contemporary thinking about these issues, but
also about broader cultural concerns and shifts in attitudes. It questions both modern feminist and
psychoanalytical interpretations of pornography, arguing that these approaches are neither appropriate nor
helpful to an understanding of seventeenth-century material.

Through discussions of sex and reproduction, homosexuality, flagellation, voyeurism, and humour, the book
explores the nature of early modern sexual desire and arousal and explores their relationship to contemporary
understandings about how the body worked. Imagining Sex presents a radically new interpretation of
pornography in this period, arguing that concerns about fertility were at the heart of representations of bodies
and sex, so that images of pleasure were entwined with ideas about conception and reproduction. It also
shows that these texts legitimized the (sexual) pleasure of the reader by highlighting the pleasure of looking
and the incitement to sexual action that it provided.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Imagining Sex: Pornography
and Bodies in Seventeenth-Century England? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Andre Roop:

The book Imagining Sex: Pornography and Bodies in Seventeenth-Century England make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
Imagining Sex: Pornography and Bodies in Seventeenth-Century England for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a e-book Imagining Sex: Pornography and
Bodies in Seventeenth-Century England. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Velma Stuart:

The book Imagining Sex: Pornography and Bodies in Seventeenth-Century England has a lot of information
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Leslie Yazzie:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This book Imagining Sex: Pornography and Bodies in
Seventeenth-Century England was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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