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This sweeping history of twentieth-century America follows the changing and often conflicting ideas about
the fundamental nature of American society: Is the United States a social melting pot, as our civic creed
warrants, or is full citizenship somehow reserved for those who are white and of the "right" ancestry? Gary
Gerstle traces the forces of civic and racial nationalism, arguing that both profoundly shaped our society.

After Theodore Roosevelt led his Rough Riders to victory during the Spanish American War, he boasted of
the diversity of his men's origins- from the Kentucky backwoods to the Irish, Italian, and Jewish
neighborhoods of northeastern cities. Roosevelt's vision of a hybrid and superior "American race,"
strengthened by war, would inspire the social, diplomatic, and economic policies of American liberals for
decades. And yet, for all of its appeal to the civic principles of inclusion, this liberal legacy was grounded in
"Anglo-Saxon" culture, making it difficult in particular for Jews and Italians and especially for Asians and
African Americans to gain acceptance.

Gerstle weaves a compelling story of events, institutions, and ideas that played on perceptions of
ethnic/racial difference, from the world wars and the labor movement to the New Deal and Hollywood to the
Cold War and the civil rights movement. We witness the remnants of racial thinking among such liberals as
FDR and LBJ; we see how Italians and Jews from Frank Capra to the creators of Superman perpetuated the
New Deal philosophy while suppressing their own ethnicity; we feel the frustrations of African-American
servicemen denied the opportunity to fight for their country and the moral outrage of more recent black
activists, including Martin Luther King, Jr., Fannie Lou Hamer, and Malcolm X.

Gerstle argues that the civil rights movement and Vietnam broke the liberal nation apart, and his analysis of
this upheaval leads him to assess Reagan's and Clinton's attempts to resurrect nationalism. Can the United
States ever live up to its civic creed? For anyone who views racism as an aberration from the liberal premises
of the republic, this book is must reading.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

This American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century are generally reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this American Crucible: Race and Nation in the
Twentieth Century can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Earl Diehl:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The American Crucible: Race and Nation in the
Twentieth Century giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Franklin Richter:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Tommy Bowles:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to
as of book American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to



read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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