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Shifting Baselines explores the real-world implications of a groundbreaking idea: we must understand the
oceans of the past to protect the oceans of the future. In 1995, acclaimed marine biologist Daniel Pauly
coined the term "shifting baselines" to describe a phenomenon of lowered expectations, in which each
generation regards a progressively poorer natural world as normal. This seminal volume expands on Pauly's
work, showing how skewed visions of the past have led to disastrous marine policies and why historical
perspective is critical to revitalize fisheries and ecosystems.
 
Edited by marine ecologists Jeremy Jackson and Enric Sala, and historian Karen Alexander, the book brings
together knowledge from disparate disciplines to paint a more realistic picture of past fisheries. The authors
use case studies on the cod fishery and the connection between sardine and anchovy populations, among
others, to explain various methods for studying historic trends and the intricate relationships between
species. Subsequent chapters offer recommendations about both specific research methods and effective
management. This practical information is framed by inspiring essays by Carl Safina and Randy Olson on a
personal experience of shifting baselines and the importance of human stories in describing this phenomenon
to a broad public.
 
While each contributor brings a different expertise to bear, all agree on the importance of historical
perspective for effective fisheries management. Readers, from students to professionals, will benefit
enormously from this informed hindsight.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Neely:

The book Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Shifting
Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries to be your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of
Ocean Fisheries. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Jennifer Lorenzo:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Jimmy Stone:

The book untitled Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Anthony Muller:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Shifting Baselines: The Past and the Future of Ocean Fisheries can make you



experience more interested to read.
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