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Although shattered by war, in 1945 Britain and France still controlled the world's two largest colonial
empires, with imperial territories stretched over four continents. And they appeared determined to keep
them: the roll-call of British and French politicians, soldiers, settlers and writers who promised in word and
print at this time to defend their colonial possessions at all costs is a long one. Yet, within twenty years both
empires had almost completely disappeared.

The collapse was cataclysmic. Peaceable 'transfers of power' were eclipsed by episodes of territorial partition
and mass violence whose bitter aftermath still lingers. Hundreds of millions across four continents were
caught up in the biggest reconfiguration of the international system ever seen.

In the meantime, even the most dogged imperialists, who had once stiffly defended imperial rule, ultimately
bent to the wind of change. By the early 1950s Winston Churchill had retreated from his wartime pledge to
keep Britain's Empire intact. And General de Gaulle, who quit the French presidency in 1946 complaining
that France's new post-war democracy would never hang on to the country's imperial prizes, narrowly
escaped assassination a generation later - after negotiating the humiliating French withdrawal from Algeria.

Fight or Flight is the first ever comparative account of this dramatic collapse, explaining the end of the
British and French colonial empires as an intertwined, even co-dependent process. Decolonization gathered
momentum, not as an empire-specific affair, but as a global one, in which the wider march of twentieth-
century history played a vital part: industrial concentration and global depression, World War and Cold War,
Communism and other anti-colonial ideologies, mass consumerism and the allure of American popular
culture. Above all, as Martin Thomas shows, the internationalization of colonial affairs made it impossible to
contain colonial problems locally, spelling the end for Europe's two largest colonial empires in less than two
decades from the end of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alejandro:

This Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads
from Empire can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Theresa Villarreal:

The book untitled Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

David Wade:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from Empire. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Stephanie Landa:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Fight or Flight: Britain, France,
and the Roads from Empire to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open
a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Fight or Flight: Britain, France, and the Roads from
Empire can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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