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As late as Election Day, headlines across the country blared that the race was “too close to call.”

Even on the verge of his historic triumph in the 1980 presidential election, political observers continued to
underestimate Ronald Wilson Reagan.

In Rendezvous with Destiny, the long-awaited follow-up to his widely praised account of Reagan’s insurgent
1976 presidential campaign, Craig Shirley tells the incredible behind-the-scenes story of Reagan’s
improbable run to the White House in 1980—of how the “too close to call” election became a landslide
victory over incumbent Jimmy Carter and independent candidate John Anderson.

And this, Shirley shows, was no ordinary election. It dramatically altered the course of American—and
world—history. Reagan’s victory gave rise to a new generation of conservatism, ended liberalism’s half-
century reign of dominance, reversed the second-worst economic crisis in American history, and led to the
demise of the mighty Soviet Union.

To write Rendezvous with Destiny, Shirley gained unprecedented access to 1980 campaign files and
interviewed more than 150 insiders—from Reagan’s closest advisers and family members to Jimmy Carter
himself. The result is the first comprehensive history of the hard-fought 1980 campaign, a gripping account
that follows Reagan’s unlikely path from his bitter defeat on the floor of the 1976 Republican convention,
through his underreported “wilderness years,” through grueling primary fights in which he knocked out
several Republican heavyweights, through an often-nasty general election campaign complicated by the
presence of a third-party candidate (not to mention the looming shadow of Ted Kennedy), to Reagan’s
astounding victory on Election Night in 1980. Shirley’s years of intensive research have enabled him to
relate countless untold stories—including, at long last, the solution to one of the most enduring mysteries in
politics: just how Reagan’s campaign got hold of Carter’s debate briefing books.

Rendezvous with Destiny reveals how Reagan successfully battled the headwinds of the national media, the
Republican Party establishment, and even his own campaign team to become one of America’s greatest chief
executives.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Rutledge:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America, you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a book.

Regina Laporte:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Rendezvous with Destiny:
Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Marisa Carney:

This Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America is great reserve for
you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That
Changed America in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Veronica Turner:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and
the Campaign That Changed America can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
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