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Hamdi Abu Golayyel offers a striking portrait of a marginalized Egyptian community, bringing to life the
absurd and tragic characters who occupy the margins of society while paying tribute to a historical Cairene
neighborhood. By turns comic, reverential, beautiful, and tawdry, the novel reveals a social climate where
ruthlessness and goodness seem almost indistinguishable and humanity is on display in all its rich variety.
The novelist's distinctive vision of Egypt's various postmonarchy political regimes and ideologies shapes this
dark comedy of human relations and underground pursuits in late twentieth-century Egypt. Through intricate
levels of allegory, puns, and double meanings, Abu Golayyel effectively plays on the rhetoric associated
with the nationalist government of Gamal Abdel Nasser, including the post-Nasser turn toward international
capitalism with its a consumer-oriented economy-and movement away from the workers' rights orientation
of the 1960s. This novel represents a new voice and a new stage in contemporary Arabic literature, as it
criticizes official ideologies, whether socialist, capitalist, or Islamist. Abu Golayyel's cast of memorable
characters embodies the arbitrariness of life and the search for purpose and dignity in a social milieu that
offers little of either. Marilyn Booth's translation fluently renders the novel's delicate levels of diction and
rhythm, making this brilliant Egyptian novel available to a much-deserved wider audience.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Tokarz:

The book Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) to be your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle
East Literature In Translation). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Phyllis Belser:

The book Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Thieves in
Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation)? Some of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In Translation)
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Scheele:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East Literature In
Translation) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle
East Literature In Translation).

Lester Baker:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East
Literature In Translation) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Thieves in Retirement: A Novel (Middle East



Literature In Translation) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of the time.
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