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Robert Cavelier de La Salle: daring explorer, empire builder, shaper of history—and shameless schemer who
abused his followers and deceived his king. In The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle, acclaimed
historian Robert S. Weddle reveals how La Salle and his closest associates spun a web of secrecy and
falsehood about their travels, dissembled their objectives, and put their own spin on his exploits by
suppressing other would-be diarists. Weddle’s study represents a major revision of the story of La Salle and
his times as they have been traditionally understood, with few of the major characters in the epic tale
emerging unscathed. Even his death was misreported by survivors of the French colony in Spanish-claimed
territory as they sought to save themselves.

This book had its genesis in the Texas Historical Commission’s 1995 discovery in Matagorda Bay, along the
Texas coast, of the wreck of La Belle, the last of four vessels that La Salle brought to America on his final
mission. Artifacts salvaged from the ship shed new light on the efforts of La Salle and his two hundred
colonists to establish the first European settlement between Florida and Mexico, a settlement that has been
erroneously labeled Fort-Saint-Louis.

As history provided the clues that led to this archaeological discovery, so archaeology now fills in the blanks
of history, raising a host of new questions about the ill-starred colony. Weddle marshals the evidence to
answer those questions, reframing the old picture of one of France’s premier American explorers in the light
of new discovery and setting the record straight.

Weddle’s exhaustive research has resulted in a work not limited to La Salle’s final misadventures in Texas.
Rather, he chronicles the explorer’s activities throughout his travels in North America, drawing on several
unpublished sources to provide a more accurate picture of La Salle, both as private individual and as
legendary explorer.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

The book The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La
Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Wreck of
the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas
A&M University). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Rick Briones:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial
Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Wreck of the
Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas
A&M University) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former
Students, Texas A&M University) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jenny Perez:

This The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number
48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) can be one of several
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Wreck of the
Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas
A&M University) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.



Willis Harrington:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Wreck of
the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas
A&M University) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University)is the one of several books which everyone read now. That book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.
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