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Padric McGarry was the surviving twin born in 1925 to the unwed 15-year-old daughter of Irish immigrants.
Raped at the age of 7 by an older boy, he learned early during his Bronx childhood to use his wits and good
looks to hustle and steal at every opportunity. He eventually did time in twenty prisons across the US, where
McGarry improved his criminal skills and snatched moments of comfort with Miss Scarlet and other queens
in the "Homo Blocks." The Potato Eater is an unsentimental biography that offers a stark, unembroidered
view of the intersection of gay and prison cultures. For this unapologetic and often darkly comical account of
a rootless life at the bottom of the heap, award-winning author Alison Leslie Gold drew on interviews she
made with McGarry in the 1970s, as well as his letters and his own notes. McGarry died, with two years of
sobriety, in a halfway house in San Diego in 1982. From an audio tape made in 1977 in New York City: "I
was 16 when I was arrested for corrupting the morals of soldiers and sailors, blocking a public doorway, and
disturbing the peace. In prison I began to grow up and learn. I learned how to pick pockets, how to open five
kinds of safes, how to forge checks, how to work second story, how to boost. We’d practice there. I learned
all the necessary things to spend 20 more years in different prisons. Riker’s Island was my Junior High
School. Sing Sing and Dannemora State were my High Schools. The chain gang and Leavenworth were my
colleges. Immediately I had ‘Homosexual, Degenerate, Cock Sucker’ stamped on my records so I was rarely
in population with the rest of the men. I was kept in segregation with junkie queens, wino queens, booster
queens, prick peddlers, drag queens and some men who just preferred to be in the homo block where they
were adored and given sexual comfort. Life in segregation with those mad sissies was like being caged with
a mass of mad, screaming peacocks."
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Potato Eater: The raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler
from the Bronx who spent 1941-1965 in and out of 20 prisons. Try to face the book The Potato Eater: The
raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent 1941-1965 in and out of 20 prisons as your
pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Rodney Richardson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Potato Eater: The raw true story of
Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent 1941-1965 in and out of 20 prisons had been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The book The Potato Eater: The raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent
1941-1965 in and out of 20 prisons is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book The Potato Eater: The raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent 1941-
1965 in and out of 20 prisons. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Angela Joseph:

The e-book untitled The Potato Eater: The raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent
1941-1965 in and out of 20 prisons is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
The Potato Eater: The raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent 1941-1965 in and out
of 20 prisons from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Rebecca Goza:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Potato Eater:



The raw true story of Padric, a gay hustler from the Bronx who spent 1941-1965 in and out of 20 prisons
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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