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Why are jokes funny? Why do we laugh? In Funny Peculiar, Mikita Brottman demurs from recent
scholarship that takes laughter-- and the broader domain of humor and the comical--as a liberating social
force and an endearing aspect of self-expression. For Brottman, there is nothing funny about laughter, which
is less connected to mirth and feelings of good will than to a nexus of darker emotions: fear, aggression,
shame, anxiety.

Brottman rethinks not only the mechanisms of humor but also the relation of humor to the body and the
senses. To this end, she provides an engrossing account of the life and work of Gershon Legman, exiled
author, publisher, and sexologist, Alfred Kinsey's first bibliographer, and legendary compiler of the dirty
joke. Like Freud, Legman was convinced of the impossibility of understanding humor apart from sex, and
Brottman shows how his two massive works on the subject, Rationale of the Dirty Joke and No Laughing
Matter, provide a framework for understanding the ambivalent and often hostile impulses that underlie the
comic impulse in its various guises. In lively and enlivening chapters, she traverses dirty jokes, the figure of
the "evil clown" in popular culture, the current popularity of "humor therapy," changing fashions in stand-up
comedy, and the connection between humor and horror. Brottman's sparkling prose, laced with wit, does not
obscure the seriousness of Funny Peculiar. It is a thoughtful and wide-ranging elaboration of the Freudian
claim that joking, in point of fact, is no laughing matter.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor.

Jon Gonzalez:

This Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. That Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor without
we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor can bring any time you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor having
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

William Delacruz:

This book untitled Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Johnny Relyea:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Funny Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the
Psychopathology of Humor was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Funny
Peculiar: Gershon Legman and the Psychopathology of Humor has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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