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All human beings are practicing historians, writes Gerda Lerner. We live our lives; we tell our stories. It is as
natural as breathing. It is as important as breathing, too. History shapes our self-definition and our
relationship to community; it locates us in time and place and helps to give meaning to our lives. History can
be the vital thread that holds a nation together, as demonstrated most strikingly in the case of Jewish history.
Conversely, for women, who have lived in a world in which they apparently had no history, its absence can
be devastating. In Why History Matters, Lerner brings together her thinking and research of the last sixteen
years, combining personal reminiscences with innovative theory that illuminate the importance of history
and the vital role women have played in it. Why History Matters contains some of the most significant
thinking and writing on history that Lerner has done in her entire career--a summation of her life and work.
The chapters are divided into three sections, each widely different from the others, each revelatory of Lerner
as a woman and a feminist. We read first of Lerners coming to consciousness as a Jewish woman. There are
moving accounts of her early life as a refugee in America, her return to Austria fifty years after fleeing the
Nazis (to discover a nation remarkable both for the absence of Jews and for the anti-Semitism just below the
surface), her slow assimilation into American life, and her decision to be a historian. If the first section is
personal, the second focuses on more professional concerns. Included here is a fascinating essay on
nonviolent resistance, tracing the idea from the Quakers (such as Mary Dyer), to abolitionists such as
Theodore Dwight Weld (the most mobbed man in America), to Thoreaus essay Civil Disobedience, then
across the sea to Tolstoy and Gandhi, before finally returning to America during the civil rights movement of
the 1950s. There are insightful essays on American Values and on the tremendous advances women have
made in the twentieth century, as well as Lerners presidential address to the Organization of American
Historians, which outlines the contributions of women to the field of history and the growing importance of
women as a subject of history. The highlight of the final section of the book is Lerners bold and innovative
look at the issues of class and race as they relate to women, an essay that distills her thinking on these
difficult subjects and offers a coherent conceptual framework that will prove of lasting interest to historians
and intellectuals. A major figure in womens studies and long-term activist for womens issues, a founding
member of NOW and a past president of the Organization of American Historians, Gerda Lerner is a pioneer
in the field of Womens History and one of its leading practitioners. Why History Matters is the summation of
the work and thinking of this distinguished historian.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Matthews:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Why History Matters:
Life and Thought that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Why History Matters: Life and Thought become your own personal starter.

Dennis Byrd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Why History Matters: Life and Thought why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Angela Hurd:

This Why History Matters: Life and Thought is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Why History Matters: Life
and Thought in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Brandon Justice:

Beside this Why History Matters: Life and Thought in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Why History
Matters: Life and Thought because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!
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