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During the heyday of Hollywood’s studio system, stars were carefully cultivated and promoted, but at the
price of their independence. This familiar narrative of Hollywood stardom receives a long-overdue shakeup
in Emily Carman’s new book. Far from passive victims of coercive seven-year contracts, a number of classic
Hollywood’s best-known actresses worked on a freelance basis within the restrictive studio system. In
leveraging their stardom to play an active role in shaping their careers, female stars including Irene Dunne,
Janet Gaynor, Miriam Hopkins, Carole Lombard, and Barbara Stanwyck challenged Hollywood’s patriarchal
structure.

Through extensive, original archival research, Independent Stardom uncovers this hidden history of women’s
labor and celebrity in studio-era Hollywood. Carman weaves a compelling narrative that reveals the risks
these women took in deciding to work autonomously. Additionally, she looks at actresses of color, such as
Anna May Wong and Lupe Vélez, whose careers suffered from the enforced independence that resulted from
being denied long-term studio contracts. Tracing the freelance phenomenon among American motion picture
talent in the 1930s, Independent Stardom rethinks standard histories of Hollywood to recognize female stars
as creative artists, sophisticated businesswomen, and active players in the then (as now) male-dominated film
industry.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

The feeling that you get from Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System
(Texas Film and Media Studies) is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Independent
Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Independent Stardom: Freelance
Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) instantly.

Walter Harman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies),
it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a publication.

Kathleen Blackwood:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Independent Stardom: Freelance
Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) is simple bringing you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Leah Humphries:

Beside that Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and
Media Studies) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Independent Stardom:
Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly



about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and read it from at this point!
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