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From one of the country’s foremost experts on Shakespeare and theatre arts, actor, director, and master
teacher Tina Packer offers an exploration—fierce, funny, fearless—of the women of Shakespeare’s plays. A
profound, and profoundly illuminating, book that gives us the playwright’s changing understanding of the
feminine and reveals some of his deepest insights. Packer, with expert grasp and perception, constructs a
radically different understanding of power, sexuality, and redemption.

Beginning with the early comedies (The Taming of the Shrew, Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Comedy of
Errors), Packer shows that Shakespeare wrote the women of these plays as shrews to be tamed or as sweet
little things with no definable independent thought, virgins on the pedestal. The women of the histories (the
three parts of Henry VI; Richard III) are, Packer shows, much more interesting, beginning with Joan of Arc,
possibly the first woman character Shakespeare ever created.  In her opening scene, she’s wonderfully
alive—a virgin, true, sent from heaven, a country girl going to lead men bravely into battle, the kind of girl
Shakespeare could have known and loved in Stratford. Her independent resolution collapses within a few
scenes, as Shakespeare himself suddenly turns against her, and she yields to the common caricature of his
culture and becomes Joan the Enemy, the Warrior Woman, the witch; a woman to be feared and destroyed . .
. 

As Packer turns her attention to the extraordinary Juliet, the author perceives a large shift. Suddenly
Shakespeare’s women have depth of character, motivation, understanding of life more than equal to that of
the men; once Juliet has led the way, the plays are never the same again. As Shakespeare ceases to write
about women as predictable caricatures and starts writing them from the inside, embodying their voices, his
women become as dimensional, spirited, spiritual, active, and sexual as any of his male characters. Juliet is
just as passionately in love as Romeo—risking everything, initiating marriage, getting into bed, fighting
courageously when her parents threaten to disown her—and just as brave in facing death when she discovers
Romeo is dead. And, wondering if Shakespeare himself fell in love (Packer considers with whom, and what
she may have been like), the author observes that from Juliet on, Shakespeare writes the women as if he were
a woman, giving them desires, needs, ambition, insight.

Women of Will follows Shakespeare’s development as a human being, from youth to enlightened maturity,
exploring the spiritual journey he undertook.  Packer shows that Shakespeare’s imagination, mirrored and
revealed in his female characters, develops and deepens until finally the women, his creative knowledge, and
a sense of a larger spiritual good come together in the late plays, making clear that when women and men are
equal in status and sexual passion, they can—and do—change the world.

Part master class, part brilliant analysis—Women of Will is all inspiring discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays.

Lila Johnson:

The book Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a publication Women of Will: Following the Feminine
in Shakespeare's Plays. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Clarence Delapaz:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Women of Will: Following the
Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Jacki Warner:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Women of Will: Following the
Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book
and examine it. Beside that the guide Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays can to
be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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