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In Moby-Dick, Ishmael declares, "Be it known that, waiving all argument, | take the good old fashioned
ground that awhale is afish, and call upon holy Jonah to back me." Few readerstoday know just how much
argument Ishmael iswaiving aside. In fact, Melville's antihero here takes sides in one of the great
controversies of the early nineteenth century--one that ultimately had to be resolved in the courts of New
York City. In Trying Leviathan, D. Graham Burnett recovers the strange story of Maurice v. Judd, an 1818
trial that pitted the new sciences of taxonomy against the then-popular--and biblically sanctioned--view that
the whale was a fish. The immediate dispute was mundane: whether whale oil was fish oil and therefore
subject to state inspection. But thetrial fueled a sensational public debate in which nothing less than the
order of nature--and how we know it--was at stake. Burnett vividly recreates the trial, during which a parade
of experts--pea-coated whalemen, pompous philosophers, Jacobin lawyers--took the witness stand,
brandishing books, drawings, and anatomical reports, and telling tall tales from whaling voyages. Falling in
the middle of the century between Linnaeus and Darwin, the trial dramatized a revolutionary period that saw
radical transformations in the understanding of the natural world. Out went comfortable biblical categories,
and in came new sorting methods based on the minutiae of interior anatomy--and louche details about the
sexual behaviors of God's creatures.

When leviathan breached in New Y ork in 1818, this strange beast churned both the natural and social orders-
-and not everyone would survive.
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From reader reviews:
Catherine Gabdl:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Trying
Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the
Order of Nature suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and
Challenged the Order of Natureis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the ssimple way, therefore all of people can easily
to know the core of this book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

William Kirby:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them isthis Trying Leviathan: The
Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature.

Rick Beard:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book Trying
Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the
Order of Nature we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative
person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life by this book Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court
Case That Put the Whale on Tria and Challenged the Order of Nature. Y ou can more inviting than now.

Linda Justice:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Trying Leviathan: The
Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and Challenged the Order of Nature
to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like



reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book
and reading especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that
the book Trying Leviathan: The Nineteenth-Century New Y ork Court Case That Put the Whale on Trial and
Challenged the Order of Nature can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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