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St. Cyril of Alexandriais best known for his role in the Christological controversies of the fifth century. In
recent decades, scholars have been attending more carefully to his exegetical legacy. Most of Cyril's work
takes the form of biblical commentary rather than doctrinal treatise. Indeed, during his long career he wrote
commentaries on nearly every book of the Bible. Less attention, however, has been given to Cyril's pastoral
work as the Patriarch of Alexandria, perhaps because his commentaries and doctrinal treatises do not reveal
much about his daily pastoral duties. Herethe Festal Letters are especially helpful.

Twenty-ninein al, these letters cover all but three of Cyril's years as a bishop. The first twelve were
published in 2009 (Fathers of the Church 118). The present volume compl etes the set. Festal |etters were
used in Alexandria primarily to announce the beginning of Lent and the date of Easter. They also served a
catechetical purpose, however, alowing the Patriarch an annual opportunity to write pastorally not just about
issues facing the entire see, but also about the theological issues of the day. Thus, in these letters we catch a
glimpse of Cyril the pastor writing about complex theology in an uncomplicated way. These |etters also
illuminate other realities of the ancient church in Alexandria, especially the relationship with the Jewish
community and the rising influence of asceticism.
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From reader reviews:
Molly Edwards:

Here thing why that Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all looking at abook is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious
asfood or not. Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers
Of the Church). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere likein
recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) in e-book can be
your choice.

Lila Smith:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) as the daily resource
information.

Ashley Davis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of
the Church) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) become your
own personal starter.

Jessica Adkins:

Isit a person who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Festal Letters, 13-30 (Fathers Of the Church) can
be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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