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The earnest warnings of an impending "solid waste crisis" that permeated the 1980s provided the impetus for
the widespread adoption of municipal recycling programs. Since that time America has witnessed a
remarkable rise in public participation in recycling activities, including curbside collection, drop-off centers,
and commercial and office programs. Recently, however, a backlash against these programs has developed.
A vocal group of "anti-recyclers" has appeared, arguing that recycling is not an economically efficient
strategy for addressing waste management problems.In "Why Do We Recycle?" Frank Ackerman examines
the arguments for and against recycling, focusing on the debate surrounding the use of economic
mechanisms to determine the value of recycling. Based on previously unpublished research conducted by the
Tellus Institute, a nonprofit environmental research group in Boston, Massachusetts, Ackerman presents an
alternative view of the theory of market incentives, challenging the notion that setting appropriate prices and
allowing unfettered competition will result in the most efficient level of recycling. Among the topics he
considers are: externality issues -- unit pricing for waste disposal, effluent taxes, virgin materials subsidies,
advance disposal fees the landfill crisis and disposal facility siting container deposit ("bottle bill") legislation
environmental issues that fall outside of market theory calculating costs and benefits of municipal recycling
programs life-cycle analysis and packaging policy -- Germany's "Green Dot" packaging system and producer
responsibility the impacts of production in extractive and manufacturing industries composting and organic
wastemanagement economics of conservation, and material use and long-term sustainability Ackerman
explains why purely economic approaches to recycling are incomplete and argues for a different kind of
decisionmaking, one that addresses social issues, future as well as present resource needs, and non-economic
values that cannot be translated into dollars and cents.Backed by empirical data and replete with specific
examples, the book offers valuable guidance for municipal planners, environmental managers, and
policymakers responsible for establishing and implementing recycling programs. It is also an accessible
introduction to the subject for faculty, students, and concerned citizens interested in the social, economic,
and ethical underpinnings of recycling efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

This book untitled Why Do We Recycle?: Markets, Values, and Public Policy to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Kathleen King:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Why
Do We Recycle?: Markets, Values, and Public Policy your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get prior to. The Why Do We Recycle?: Markets, Values, and Public Policy giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Allison Walters:

Why Do We Recycle?: Markets, Values, and Public Policy can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Why Do We
Recycle?: Markets, Values, and Public Policy nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Susan Brooks:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Why Do We Recycle?: Markets, Values, and Public Policy this e-book consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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