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"Between 1958 and 1962, China descended into hell. Mao Zedong threw his country into a frenzy with the
Great Leap Forward, an attempt to catch up to and overtake Britain in less than 15 years The experiment
ended in the greatest catastrophe the country had ever known, destroying tens of millions of lives." So opens
Frank Dikötter's riveting, magnificently detailed chronicle of an era in Chinese history much speculated
about but never before fully documented because access to Communist Party archives has long been
restricted to all but the most trusted historians. A new archive law has opened up thousands of central and
provincial documents that "fundamentally change the way one can study the Maoist era." Dikötter makes
clear, as nobody has before, that far from being the program that would lift the country among the world's
superpowers and prove the power of Communism, as Mao imagined, the Great Leap Forward transformed
the country in the other direction. It became the site not only of "one of the most deadly mass killings of
human history,"--at least 45 million people were worked, starved, or beaten to death--but also of "the greatest
demolition of real estate in human history," as up to one-third of all housing was turned into rubble). The
experiment was a catastrophe for the natural world as well, as the land was savaged in the maniacal pursuit
of steel and other industrial accomplishments. In a powerful mesghing of exhaustive research in Chinese
archives and narrative drive, Dikötter for the first time links up what happened in the corridors of power-the
vicious backstabbing and bullying tactics that took place among party leaders-with the everyday experiences
of ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and disenfranchised. His magisterial account recasts the history
of the People's Republic of China.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

The book Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 for
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Louise Hacker:

This Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. That Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most
Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most
Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Mao's
Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 having good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Thomas Paine:

This book untitled Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your
list.

Audrey Mack:

You may get this Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information



about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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