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Over 70 percent of Americans cannot afford to own a code-enforced, contractor-built home. This has led to
widespread interest in using natural materials—straw, cob, and earth—for building homes and other
buildings that are inexpensive, and that rely largely on labor rather than expensive and often
environmentally-damaging outsourced materials.

Earthbag Building is the first comprehensive guide to all the tools, tricks, and techniques for building with
bags filled with earth—or earthbags. Having been introduced to sandbag construction by the renowned
Nader Khalili in 1993, the authors developed this "Flexible Form Rammed Earth Technique" over the last
decade. A reliable method for constructing homes, outbuildings, garden walls and much more, this enduring,
tree-free architecture can also be used to create arched and domed structures of great beauty—in any region,
and at home, in developing countries, or in emergency relief work.

This profusely illustrated guide first discusses the many merits of earthbag construction, and then leads the
reader through the key elements of an earthbag building:
Special design considerations
Foundations, walls and floors
Electrical, plumbing and shelving
Lintels, windows and door installations
Roofs, arches and domes
Exterior and interior plasters.

With dedicated sections on costs, making your own specialized tools, and building code considerations, as
well as a complete resources guide, Earthbag Building is the long-awaited, definitive guide to this uniquely
pleasing construction style.

Kaki Hunter and Donald Kiffmeyer have been involved in the construction industry for the last 20 years,
specializing in affordable, low-tech, low-impact building methods that are as natural as possible. They
developed the "Flexible Form Rammed Earth Technique" of building affordably with earthbags and have
taught the subject and contributed their expertise to several books and journals on natural building.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Earthbag Building: The Tools, Tricks and Techniques (Natural Building Series).

Nona Whitehouse:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Earthbag Building: The Tools, Tricks and Techniques (Natural Building Series) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Earthbag Building: The Tools, Tricks and Techniques (Natural
Building Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Martha Skaggs:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Earthbag Building: The Tools, Tricks and
Techniques (Natural Building Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Mary Kenney:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Earthbag Building: The Tools, Tricks and
Techniques (Natural Building Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Earthbag Building: The Tools, Tricks and Techniques (Natural Building Series).
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