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Explores the narratives and dialogues of the Upanisads and shows that these literary elements are central to
an understanding of Upanishadic philosophy.

This groundbreaking book is an elegant exploration of the Upanisads, often considered the fountainhead of
the rich, varied philosophical tradition in India. The Upanisads, in addition to their philosophical content,
have a number of sections that contain narratives and dialogues—a literary dimension largely ignored by the
Indian philosophical tradition, as well as by modern scholars. Brian Black draws attention to these literary
elements and demonstrates that they are fundamental to understanding the philosophical claims of the text.

Focusing on the Upanisadic notion of the self (&#257tman), the book is organized into four main sections
that feature a lesson taught by a brahmin teacher to a brahmin student, debates between brahmins,
discussions between brahmins and kings, and conversations between brahmins and women. These dialogical
situations feature dramatic elements that bring attention to both the participants and the social contexts of
Upanisadic philosophy, characterizing philosophy as something achieved through discussion and debate. In
addition to making a number of innovative arguments, the author also guides the reader through these
profound and engaging texts, offering ways of reading the Upanisads that make them more understandable
and accessible.

“Black’s book is well researched and intelligent … Most impressive is his ability to bring out the concrete
and the social in these narratives, including issues of wealth, prestige, regional rivalry, and gender relations.”
— Journal of the American Oriental Society

“…[an] innovative and stimulating account of early Indian thought.” — History of Religions

“…among the first to analyze the Upanisadic texts as literature as well as foundational philosophical texts …
Black’s effortless writing style does not over-simplify, but draws together a vast amount of background
information in order to enrich the characterisations of the leading teachers in the Upanisads.” — Culture and
Religion

“This is an outstanding book.” — Patrick Olivelle, editor of Between the Empires: Society in India 300 BCE
to 400 CE

“This is the finest, most insightful, and most theoretically sophisticated book on the Upanisads I have ever
read. For years I have had students come up to me after class and ask me to recommend a book on the
Upanisads and I never could. Now, at last, we have a long critical read of these texts from a multitheoretical
perspective: sociological, historical, rhetorical, and gendered.” — Jeffrey J. Kripal, author of The Serpent’s
Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and
Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open
or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Edward Cottrell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U
N Y Series in Hindu Studies), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Kay Davidson:

The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y
Series in Hindu Studies) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and
Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Lawrence Wilson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Character of the Self in Ancient
India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upanisads (S U N Y Series in Hindu Studies) which is



obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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