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The actor who emerges in this biography is a compassionate man who was drawn to troubled souls, who
disliked the passivity he detected in himself but was capable of communicating and understanding
psychological subtleties’ Observer

In 1956, at the age of 22, Alan Bates was cast in John Osborne's controversial play, Look Back in Anger.
The play changed the course of British theatre – and of Alan's life. With a sudden rush of fame, he became a
member of a new circle of actors at the Royal Court: the English Stage Company. From then on, he also
worked steadily in television and won international acclaim for his roles in a number of major films, from A
Kind of Loving and Zorba the Greek to Women in Love. But his personal life was not always as seemingly
straightforward as his career – his relationships, including that with his wife, Victoria Ward, were often
turbulent. Drawing on dozens of interviews with his family, lovers, colleagues and friends – and mining a
rich store of primary research – Donald Spoto chronicles Alan’s achievements as a performer against the
backdrop of a complicated personal life.

‘A judicious critical appraisal’ ‘ The Times

'Serious and sympathetic’ Literary Review

‘You have captured Alan and his life … It has been very moving to read and to relive’ Benedick Bates, son
of Alan Bates

‘Fascinating. Donald Spoto’s book captures his essence’ Arthur Laurents, author of The Way We Were
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Otherwise Engaged: The Life
of Alan Bates will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Cynthia Miller:

The book untitled Otherwise Engaged: The Life of Alan Bates contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Amanda Acuna:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Otherwise Engaged: The Life of Alan Bates can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jacqueline Carter:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list is actually Otherwise Engaged: The Life of Alan Bates. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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