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Thomas Jefferson was a figure both central and polarizing in his own time, and despite the passage of two
centuries he remains so today. Author of the Declaration of Independence and the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom, yet at the same time a slaveholder who likely fathered six children by one of his slaves,
Jefferson has been seen as an embodiment of both the best and the worst in America’s conception and in its
history.

In Monticello in Mind, poet Lisa Russ Spaar collects fifty contemporary poems--most original to this
anthology--that engage the complex legacy of Thomas Jefferson and his plantation home at Monticello.
Many of these poems wrestle with the history of race and freedom at the heart of both Jefferson’s story and
America’s own. Others consider Jefferson as a figure of Enlightenment rationalism, who scrupulously
excised evidence of the supernatural from the gospels in order to construct his own version of Jesus’s moral
teachings. Still others approach Jefferson as an early colonizer of the West, whose purchase of the Louisiana
territory and launch of the Lewis and Clark expedition anticipated the era of Manifest Destiny.

Featuring a roster of poets both emerging and established--including Lucille Clifton, Rita Dove, Claudia
Emerson, Terrance Hayes, Robert Hass, Yusef Komunyakaa, Tracy K. Smith, Natasha Tretheway, Charles
Wright, and Kevin Young--this collection offers an aesthetically and culturally diverse range of perspectives
on a man whose paradoxes still abide at the heart of the American experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Ruby Harris:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on
Jefferson can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nancy Collins:

This Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?

Anthony Malloy:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Monticello in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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