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November 1917. The American troops were poorly trained, deficient in military equipment and doctrine, not
remotely ready for armed conflict on a large scale—and they'd arrived on the Western front to help the
French push back the Germans. The story of what happened next—the American Expeditionary Force's trial
by fire on the brutal battlefields of France—is told in full for the first time in Thunder and Flames.

Where history has given us some perspective on the individual battles of the period—at Cantigny, Chateau
Thierry, Belleau Wood, the Marne River, Soissons, and little-known Fismette—they appear here as part of a
larger series of interconnected operations, all conducted by Americans new to the lethal killing fields of
World War I and guided by the battle-tested French. Following the AEF from their initial landing to their
emergence as an independent army in late September 1918, this book presents a complex picture of how,
learning warfare on the fly, sometimes with devastating consequences, the American force played a critical
role in blunting and then rolling back the German army's drive toward Paris. The picture that emerges is at
once sweeping in scope and rich in detail, with firsthand testimony conjuring the real mud and blood of the
combat that Edward Lengel so vividly describes. Official reports and documents provide the strategic and
historical context for these ground-level accounts, from the perspective of the Germans as well as the
Americans and French.

Battle by battle, Thunder and Flames reveals the cost of the inadequacies in U.S. training, equipment,
logistics, intelligence, and command, along with the rifts in the Franco-American military marriage. But it
also shows how, by trial and error, through luck and ingenuity, the AEF swiftly became the independent
fighting force of General John "Blackjack" Pershing's long-held dream—its divisions ultimately among the
most combat-effective military forces to see the war through.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat,
1917-1918 (Modern War Studies) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of
Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War Studies) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War
Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gary Lane:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Thunder
and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War Studies) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joshua Allen:

The book untitled Thunder and Flames: Americans in the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War
Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Wesley Baker:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Thunder and Flames: Americans in
the Crucible of Combat, 1917-1918 (Modern War Studies) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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