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A novel of the improbable friendship that arises between a Nazi officer and a Jewish chessplayer in
Auschwitz

SS Obersturmfuhrer Paul Meissner arrives in Auschwitz from the Russian front wounded and fit only for
administrative duty. His most pressing task is to improve camp morale and he establishes a chess club, and
allows officers and enlisted men to gamble on the games. Soon Meissner learns that chess is also played
among the prisoners, and there are rumors of an unbeatable Jew known as "the Watchmaker." Meissner's
superiors begin to demand that he demonstrate German superiority by pitting this undefeated Jew against the
best Nazi players. Meissner finds Emil Clément, the Watchmaker, and a curious relationship arises between
them. As more and more games are played, the stakes rise, and the two men find their fates deeply entwined.
Twenty years later, the two meet again in Amsterdam-Meissner has become a bishop, and Emil is playing in
an international chess tournament. Having lost his family in the horrors of the death camps, Emil wants
nothing to do with the ex-Nazi officer despite their history, but Meissner is persistent. "What I hope," he tells
Emil, "is that I can help you to understand that the power of forgiveness will bring healing." As both men
search for a modicum of peace, they recall a gripping tale of survival and trust.
A suspenseful meditation on understanding and guilt, John Donoghue's The Death's Head Chess Club is a
bold debut and a rich portrait of a surprising friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Gardiner:

This The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information
that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Death's Head
Chess Club: A Novel forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joann Huertas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get just before. The The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel giving you one more experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Daniel Carter:

This The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Death's
Head Chess Club: A Novel in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt in which?

Sonia Cancel:

You can obtain this The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to



ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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