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At the turn of the last century, the American middle class was expanding rapidly as homesteaders moved
west and as trains took travellers across the country, where they established themselves in the depot towns
that erupted along train lines. With that growth came the demand for new homes, and from that demand grew
a new industry: mail-order homes. Sold by such makers as Sears, Roebuck & Co., Aladdin, and Montgomery
Wards, these kit homes were shipped by train, arriving in two boxcars, which then were off-loaded by the
purchasers, usually with a team of horse and wagon. In the boxcars was absolutely everything needed to
assemble a house, whether it be a vacation cottage, modest bungalow, or two-and-a-half storey home.
Literally tens of thousands of these affordable homes were sold in the early 1900s, with most built between
1910-40. In Mail-Order Homes, historical architectural researcher Rebecca Hunter brings to life the history
of these charming homes, many of which still stand in communities across the country. From the
manufacturers of mail-order homes to the customers who bought and built them, and from the styles and
designs to the boom and bust of the industry, Hunter explains the history of these forgotten homes. Filled
with illustrations from mail-order home catalogs and contemporary photos, this book tells the story of a
bygone era of residential architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes and Other
Kit Houses (Shire USA). All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Daniel Hartung:

The book Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes and
Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Roy Taylor:

Precisely why? Because this Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Gloria White:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA).
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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