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This study examines the rhetoric and ideology of children’s realistic animal novels, particularly by tracing
the appearance and applying the terminology of environmental and animal rights ethics to these works. The
authors’ attitudes toward animals are evaluated in three areas: animal consciousness, human and animal
relationships, and predators and prey. By evaluating the authors’ ideologies, it is clear that there are three
separate periods in the genre: the founders, the traditionalists, and the animal rights writers. The earliest
writers of realistic animal fiction, or the founders, wrote generally between the 1890s and the 1920s, and
include London, Seton, and Roberts. They have been accused of anthropomorphism and have been dismissed
as “nature fakers.” But a close analysis of their works in light of the results of current studies on animal
consciousness, as well as in light of the ideologies of environmental ethics, demonstrates that the accusations
are unwarranted. The traditionalists, including Kjelgaard, Rawlings, O’Hara, and Henry, wrote from the
1930s through the 1970s. The traditional novels often promote hunting, land development, and the utilitarian
value of animals. They also portray predators as bad animals and question or disavow animal consciousness.
The animal rights novels, found in the 1980s to the present, promote animal rights ethics. Authors include
Roy, Thomas, and Adler. Generally, the themes of these novels are in direct opposition to the themes
promoted by the traditionalists. Both the founders and the animal rights writers are antihunting and
antidevelopment. Both sets of writers present a human-animal bond as a better relationship than a master-pet
one, and both characterize predators as amoral, rather than immoral. However, there is a surprising paradox
within the novels which reverses the surface ideology. The paradox is this: While the rhetorical purpose of
the animal rights novels is ostensibly the didactic one of promoting animal rights, the subtexts do not support
this theme. The rhetorical effect of the traditional novels is to present a stronger and clearer elucidation of the
animal rights philosophy—through plots, characterizations, and descriptions of human-animal
relationships—than is found in the animal rights novels.
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Environmental and Animal Rights
Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-Century North America: A Dissertation will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Evelyn Brown:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal
Novels of Twentieth-Century North America: A Dissertation book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with
Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-Century North
America: A Dissertation content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-Century North
America: A Dissertation is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mack Washburn:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-Century North
America: A Dissertation can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.

Joseph Barnett:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is Environmental and Animal Rights Ethics in Children's Realistic Animal Novels of Twentieth-
Century North America: A Dissertation this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this



world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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