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Moving from People magazine to publicists officesto tours of stars homes, Joshua Gamson investigates the
larger-than-life terrain of American celebrity culture. In the first major academic work since the early 1940s
to serioudly analyze the meaning of fame in American life, Gamson begins with the often-heard criticisms
that today's heroes have been replaced by pseudoheroes, that notoriety has become detached from merit. He
draws on literary and sociological theory, aswell as interviews with celebrity-industry workers, to untangle
the paradoxical nature of an American popular culture that is both obsessively invested in glamour and
fantasy yet also aware of celebrity's transparency and commercialism.

Gamson examines the contemporary "dream machine" that publicists, tabloid newspapers, journalists, and
TV interviewers use to create semi-fictional icons. He finds that celebrity watchers, for whom spotting
celebrities becomes a spectator sport akin to watching football or fireworks, glean their own rewardsin a
game that turns as often on playing with inauthenticity as on identifying with stars.

Gamson also looks at the "celebritization” of politics and the complex questions it poses regarding image and

reality. He makes clear that to understand American public culture, we must understand that strange,
ubiquitous phenomenon, celebrity.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Johnson:

The event that you get from Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary Americais a more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Claimsto Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having thiskind of Claimsto
Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary Americainstantly.

CaroleClark:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is
this Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America.

LisaMartin:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Vanessa Kistler:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can

choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It is referred
to as of book Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essentia that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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