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In Citizen Spy, Michagl Kackman investigates how media depictions of the slick, smart, and resolute spy
have been embedded in the American imagination. Looking at secret agents on television and the
relationships among networks, producers, government bureaus, and the viewing public in the 1950s and
1960s, Kackman explores how Americans see themselvesin times of political and cultural crisis.

During the first decade of the Cold War, Hollywood developed such shows as | Led 3 Lives and Behind
Closed Doors with the approval of federal intelligence agencies, even basing episodes on actual casefiles.
These “documentary melodramas’ were, Kackman argues, vehicles for the fledgling television industry to
proclaim its loyalty to the government, and they came stocked with appeal s to patriotism and anti-
Communist vigilance.

Astherigid cultural logic of the Red Scare began to collapse, spy shows became more playful, self-
referential, and even critical of the ideals professed in their own scripts. From parodies such as The Man
from U.N.C.L.E. and Get Smart to the more complicated global and political situations of | Spy and Mission:
Impossible, Kackman situates espionage tel evision within the tumultuous culture of the civil rights and
women’'s movements and the war in Vietnam. Y et, even as spy shows introduced African-American and
female characters, they continued to reinforce racial and sexual stereotypes.

Bringing these concerns to the political and cultural landscape of the twenty-first century, Kackman asserts
that the roles of race and gender in national identity have become acutely contentious. Increasingly exclusive
definitions of legitimate citizenship, heroism, and dissent have been evident through popular accounts of the
Iraq war. Moving beyond a snapshot of television history, Citizen Spy provides a contemporary lensto
analyze the nature—and implications—of American nationalism in practice.

Michael Kackman is assistant professor in Radio-Television-Film at the University of Texas, Austin.
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From reader reviews:
Frank Hall:

In other case, little folks like to read book Citizen Spy: Television, Espionage, and Cold War Culture
(Commerce and Mass Culture). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that
we know about how isimportant a new book Citizen Spy: Television, Espionage, and Cold War Culture
(Commerce and Mass Culture). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open abook or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Elaine Roberts:

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Citizen Spy: Television, Espionage, and
Cold War Culture (Commerce and Mass Culture) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge.

Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

CoraConte:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Citizen Spy: Television, Espionage, and Cold War Culture (Commerce and Mass Culture) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Citizen Spy: Television, Espionage, and Cold War Culture
(Commerce and Mass Culture) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern thisis
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Stacy Brooks:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust ssmple way to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Citizen Spy: Television, Espionage, and
Cold War Culture (Commerce and Mass Culture). Thisbook that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get



many advantages.
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