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During the colonial period, Laos welcomed the smallest overseas Chinese communities in Southeast Asia,
communities that almost disappeared after the communist forces seized power in Laos in 1975. Yet, this
landlocked country shares a long history with China and even experienced a Golden Age thanks to the
thriving caravan trade between Yunnan and mainland Southeast Asia. The Greater Mekong Subregion
programme, launched by the ADB, has revitalized these historical trade routes, causing thousands of Chinese
migrants to pour onto the new roads of Laos, channelled through the North-South Economic Corridor linking
Kunming to Bangkok. The growing link between Laos and China has alarmed many scholars and
development workers, both Lao and foreign; some even speak of a Chinese ""shadow state"" threatening Lao
sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is necessary to go beyond the image of Laos regularly depicted as a
weak state, a victim of globalization, and of China in particular, to consider a less passive posture. This paper
argues that China's growing presence is far from eroding the power of the Lao communist regime. Instead,
Chinese engagement allows the Lao state to cope with the challenges of globalization and to maintain its
power at the same time. The paper will highlight Chinese engagement in Laos throughout history by
emphasizing their recurrent patterns of intermediation. Then, it will describe how Chinese networks have
become key partners of the Lao state's development policies. However, rising uncertainties over the
neighbouring communist ally's economic potential may push China to revise its development strategy in
Laos.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Alfonso:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Chinese
Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia) book because this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Dwight Ivers:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present,
and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Gary Ritchie:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia), you could tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a book.

Donald Tuel:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Incertain Future (Trends in Southeast Asia). You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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